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NOTICES OF NEW BOOKS. 

The Ethics of Hobbes as Contained in Selections from His Works. With an 
Introduction by E. Hershey Sneath, Ph.D., Professor of Philosophy in 
Yale University. Boston, Ginn and Co., 1898. — pp. xvi, 377, 12 . 
The Ethical Series, of which the above is the third volume in order of 
appearance, is a notable plea for the historical method of studying ethics. 
Historical criticism, while seriously defective in many respects, as a philo- 
sophical method, unquestionably enlarges one's horizon, introducing aeon- 
tent derivable in no other way. Critical insight and scholarship are thus 
advanced with one common effort — two items which can well be promoted 
in greater measure in the tuition of the American undergraduate. In 
bringing so many selections from original treatises before the student, this 
series lays a good foundation for original and independent research. 

Hobbes' s thinking, having something of a synthetical, as well as an ana- 
lytical character, and occupying a formative position in the ethical de- 
velopment which is largely continued in the writings of English moralists, 
is thus doubly beneficial for the student. The editor of the series has 
wisely headed the list of texts with Hobbes for another reason, viz. , being 
" the father of modern systematic psychology," and the first champion of 
a psychological doctrine of determinism, his speculations on the varied 
problems of conduct are of the type showing the determining influence of 
one's psychological analyses upon one's ethics. This relation needs to be 
emphasized at the present time, and an excellent opportunity for doing so is 
provided in the usual arrangement in our college curricula which introduces 
the study of ethics after that of psychology. Academicians, however, are 
more often traditional than reflective ; and the very publication of this 
series will lead teachers of ethics to answer, at least in a negative fashion, 
some pressing pedagogic problems. 

The aim of this book is to present the ethical and political speculations of 
Hobbes in selections from his writings, as a text-book for college classes in 
ethics, political science, and the history of philosophy. In his excellent in- 
troduction (pp. 1-43), which is preceded by a well-selected and conveniently 
arranged bibliography of sixty-seven titles on Hobbes, Professor Sneath 
follows a sketch of Hobbes' s life and writings, with a clever exposition of 
his ethics and politics, points out their psychological bases, and traces their 
relations to contemporary and subsequent thought. 

Emphasizing the psychological roots of Hobbes' s speculation, the editor 
severely criticises that historic interpretation of Hobbes which entertains 
the view that ' ' he simply taught a positive, institutional, political morality 
— a morality founded on the will of the sovereign. ' ' He maintains, on the 
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contrary, "that there are two parts to the ethical philosophy of Hobbes. 
He speaks of a morality founded on reason, and a morality founded on the 
will of the sovereign." While there are 'numerous' statements which 
"seem to furnish some grounds for the interpretation of Hobbes as teach- 
ing merely an institutional morality, no careful student of his ethical phil- 
osophy can fail to recognize that Hobbes emphatically taught a morality of 
reason which is antecedent to and independent of a political morality ' ' 
(pp. 30 f.). " The relation between the two aspects of Hobbes's ethical 
philosophy is not an artificial one, but an exceedingly natural one. In 
fact, there is really only one kind of morality — the morality of reason ; 
and the political morality, founded on the will of the sovereign, is, in the 
final analysis, merely a form of the morality of reason" (p. 35). The in- 
troduction calls attention also to psychological elements in the structure of 
Hobbes's system, such as his being subject to fear, and anxious for his 
personal safety, his living in the most troublous of political conditions, and 
his constant observation of men in the concrete. Hobbes first introduced 
the principle of mechanism — a gift from his age — to the new field of con- 
duct, making ethics ' scientific, ' as we of to-day would say. 

The text (pp. 45-377) consists of extracts, without notes, from the Levia- 
than, Part I, ' Of Man,' and Part II, ' Of Commonwealth;' and also Part II, 
Chapters VI and VII, from De Corpore Politico, based on the English edi- 
tion of Hobbes's works by Sir Wm. Molqsworth. The volume exhibits a 
good deal of careful and painstaking work ; and the just treatment of 
Hobbes will commend itself to every historical student of ethics. 

Edward Franklin Buchner. 

New York University. 

Philosophical Lectures and Remains of Richard Lewis Nettleship. Edited 
with a Biographical Sketch by A. C. Bradley and G. R. Benson. In 
two volumes. London, Macmillan & Co. ; New York, The Macmillan 
Company, 1897. — pp. lvi, 394; vii, 364. 

Richard Lewis Nettleship was born in 1846, and was fellow and tutor of 
Balliol College, Oxford, from 1869 until he met his death in a storm while 
climbing on Mount Blanc. The first volume of the work before us, contain- 
ing Miscellaneous Papers and Extracts from Letters (pp. 3-108), Lectures on 
Logic (pp. 1 1 1-234, compiled mainly from the note-book reports of Nettle- 
ship's students), and Plato's Conception of Goodness and the Good (pp. 
237-394), has been edited and arranged by Mr. A. C. Bradley, now Professor 
of English Literature in the University of Glasgow. The admirable bio- 
raphical sketch, with which this volume opens (pp. xi-lvi), is also the work 
of the same hand. The second volume is made up of lectures on Plato's 
Republic, and has been compiled by Mr. Benson, mainly from notes taken 
by pupils in 1887 and 1888. Mr. Benson states that "a large part of the 
subject-matter which forms the contents of the present volume was also 
treated by Nettleship in his essay in Hellenica, entitled ' The Theory of 



